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NEIL BYRNE — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.22 pm]: Tonight I rise to 
acknowledge the work and life of a good friend of many members in this place, Mr Neil Byrne. Neil lost his battle 
with cancer on 13 July and is missed by many people, including me. I knew Neil for around 20 years, although 
many others in this place may have known Neil for much longer. I had the privilege to work alongside him as he 
worked on the preservation of labour history in Western Australia and on many other projects. Neil was so much 
a part of the labour history of Western Australia. 
Neil started his apprenticeship as a mechanical fitter at the East Perth power station in 1951. In a 2012 interview 
on ABC radio about the history of the power station, he was asked about what he remembered about his time at 
the East Perth power station, and he commented, “Everything was go, go, go—the whirring of the turbines, the 
hissing of steam. You felt as though the place was alive.” Neil became a shop steward in the mid-1960s. He also 
held every rank-and-file position at both a state and federal level in the forerunner to what is now known as the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union. In 1984, he was appointed the state education health and safety 
officer of the union, a position he held until his retirement in 1997. Neil would go on to become president of the 
Australian Society for the Study of Labour History in 1988. He held this position until he passed away recently. 
A particular focus of Neil’s was on ensuring that the East Perth power station and the Midland railway workshops, 
major Western Australian iconic industrial worksites, became a legacy for successive generations. 
Neil joined the Labor Party in 1973 and was a delegate to the party’s state conferences from 1978 until the last 
years of his life. He was also a booth captain at Nollamara Primary School for every federal and state election 
from 1980 until 2010, something all members would agree was a very good innings. 
On the 100th anniversary of the Labor Party in 1999, Neil was made a life member, an honour I am told he was 
proud to receive. Neil was also surprised by another honour in 2013 when Steve McCartney, secretary of the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union, announced that the union’s new library would be named after Neil. 
Neil should not have been surprised by the honour given to him, given the extent of his work with and for members 
of the union and more broadly. But that he was surprised speaks volumes about Neil’s humility. 
Neil’s dedication to ensuring the development and implementation of social policy at all levels of government saw 
him also receive a commonwealth award for senior Australians for their voluntary contributions to society. The 
union movement, the Labor Party and the Australian Society for the Study of Labour History, reinforced his beliefs 
on equality, education and human rights. This provided Neil with an avenue to lead with passion, integrity, strength 
and determination. Neil was renowned for his embodiment of important values, including equality, mutual respect, 
compassion and a fair go. He was always selflessly driven by these values, and always with the intention of promoting 
the greater good. He was passionate about making the world a better place, whether it was through his union work, 
his ALP affiliations, the Midland railway workshops, Labor history or fighting for the East Perth power station. 

Incredibly humble, Neil believed he was just an ordinary human citizen trying to make a difference. He believed 
in the power of collective action. He believed that just being involved, one person can achieve so much, and he 
has done so. Neil may have seen himself as just an ordinary bloke but he was absolutely an extraordinary bloke. 
I extend our deepest sympathy to Dorell, Jenni, Wendy, Sherridan, Ric, Zane, Nicholas, Charles, Courtney, Kendall, 
Lachlan and Jackson. Neil is now with his beloved Maureen. Rest in peace, dear comrade. 
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